Picture composition —
an introduction

My artist friends describe me as an “intuitive” photographer relving
on instinet in designing a picture rather than on traditional formuolas,
Many people don't need rubes: their results have a natural balance and
order, | endorse the philosophy of Peter Emerson, the 19th century
photographer who was the first to promote photography as an art in ks
own right, He advocated that each photograph requires its own

JEDIE]TI-GFI compesition free from the restrictions of formulas,

However, | have indicated proaches that e heelpiul i
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colour in e backgmund, e subject wil kse i designing pictures. These are guidelines only, to be broken, added to,
poency Try o grswee the colour that & dominant s plaved with and adapted, Some of the commonest pitfalls in compaosition

exnctly that, Tha lolf hond moge of the Rainbow

; : =ty are: (o) centring the main subject, where it is most visually boring: (b)
leikael shows the lofiage meqging with the birds
plumage, whereas on e right there is o clear leading the eye out of the photograph: (o) failing to adequately isolabe the
dislinclion bebwean fu wbjecd and the bockground, main subject, Bub even these “faults” can be used to telling effect,

they ore scloled fam one anather. Communicalion in
o peaoe con aba be disaried lﬁl- merges betassen
lrelickies- ssbslochs o mkinets and l_mfn stifle creativity, The aim is always to take photos that ook good,

Hemember that strict adherence to the compaositional roles may uitimately

An image compoead o inclide the sumcunds Moy give
mescninghd detail 1o mate the pictlire more inerasing louf
someimes, Ioo much spoce can lead o e winjec baing
wweormped ond o chsar penpective would be befter,

Balance
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Lines will leod Fe eye jusl ab moin ecks vonisheng ini
the digonce do. Ak woursell when you are composing
wour prichare whers you with o eod the viewsr -
owiy inla the datance, ug info e tky = and wse the
nafumnl lires of buldings or frees, dven or pathwes o
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pholcgioph austalia - 113
114 - phologroph ausiolio



